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Overview.

Background.

In 2017, the Lexis Group partnered with GG Co. Ltd. to open the first ever Cambridge English teaching 
award centre in the Philippines - LTTC Idea Academia. Created with a view to increasing the standards 
for English language tuition in the Philippines, the first course was run successfully in January 2018 
and four more courses are scheduled for the year.

GG Co. Ltd was established in 2010 as the parent 
company of two study abroad agencies focused 
on providing English and Korean language study 
programs to the Japanese market. The business 
scope has now grown to include the operation of 
two schools, one online learning centre and 3 sales 
offices in Japan as well as sales representatives in 
Bangkok and St. Petersburg. As one of the first and 
largest study abroad agencies with a focus on The 
Philippines as an English-learning destination GG 
Co. Ltd. have established an excellent reputation 

in the market and a close relationship with major 
education organizations, study abroad consultants 
as well as government representatives in both 
Japan and the Philippines.study abroad agencies 
with a focus on The Philippines as an English-
learning destination GG Co. Ltd. have established 
an excellent reputation in the market and a close 
relationship with major education organizations, 
study abroad consultants as well as government 
representatives in both Japan and the Philippines.
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Problem.
The Philippines has long been trying to establish itself 
as an English speaking destination for international 
language learners. Until now, this market has generally 
consisted of Japanese and Korean language students 
but both schools and students are beginning to 
demand more for their money when it comes to 
teachers. On top of this, the sector in the Philippines 
is attempting to legitimize itself and become a major 
player on an international level. Unfortunately, the 
quality of provision is not normally high enough to 
attract European students who prefer to visit locations 
such as Canada, the UK, the USA and Australia. The 
question was asked ‘how can we improve the quality 
of the provision to the point that we are considered a 
premier destination for English language education?’. 
The answer to this was clear – ensure that all English 
teachers have a high enough level of English and are 
properly trained to deliver quality English lessons.

In an attempt to strengthen the Philippines’ global 
reputation and their own position within the market, 
GG Co. Ltd. gave themselves the goal of becoming the 
premier teacher training company in the Philippines. To 
do this they decided to focus on two things – ensuring 
that all English teachers had a native or near native 
level of English and were properly trained to deliver 
quality English lessons. Their research led them to 
the Cambridge CELTA, but they were not equipped 
to be able to deliver this internationally recognised 
qualification and it was not available anywhere in 
the Philippines.
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Solution.

Impact.

Lexis TESOL Training Centres is one of the few 
accredited Cambridge English teacher training 
providers with centres in 3 or more countries. 
Beginning with 4 centres in Australia, LTTC also 
had centres in Japan and Korea and so was 
approached by GG Co. Ltd. to establish a teacher 
training partnership.

Having significant experience in setting up teacher 
training centres and ensuring all of Cambridge 
English’s quality control measures were met, LTTC 
liaised closely with GG Co. Ltd. staff and carried 
out the site inspections, and was responsible for 
the design of the course, materials, assessment, 
resource procurement, staffing and student 
recruitment procedures that needed to be approved 
by Cambridge English so accreditation could take 
place prior to courses being run.

With approval granted, LTTC Idea Academia became 
the first ever Cambridge English teaching award 
centre in the Philippines. The first course ran in 
January 2018 with 9 participants and 100% pass 
rate. 30% of trainees achieved a higher pass grade. 

The impact on the sector in the Philippines was almost immediate. The newly formed ‘English 
Philippines’ industry body agreed that all member schools must have at least one CELTA qualified 
teacher by the end of 2018 and a minimum of 5 by 2020. Other schools in the area are now sending 
their key teachers to LTTC Idea Academia to gain the Cambridge CELTA qualification in a bid to 
implement high standards and more communicative methodology and in doing so help begin the 
push to improve the reputation of the Philippines as an English Language travel destination.
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Sol
(CELTA graduate)

“I learnt more in my one Month CELTA course than I have in my 
10 years teaching. I wish I had done this course in the beginning!”

Loren
(CELTA graduate)

“I’m a senior teacher at my school and this course has given me so 
much to pass on to my teachers. This was a fantastic investment”

Ruth
(CELTA graduate)

“The tutors and the centre were amazing. I couldn’t have 
picked a better course. I can’t wait to show my students all the 

improvements I’ve made”
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